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Commandant of the Marine Corps. After 
speaking with the General a few days later, 
Master Gunnery Sergeant Fearns returned to 
Orange County having secured the charter. 

Today, Orange High School has one of the 
largest Marine Corps JROTC Program in the 
Western United States. The JROTC Program 
instills in its 162 cadets the values of citizen-
ship, service to others, self-discipline, and per-
sonal responsibility. 

Personal success after high school is an in-
tegral part of this program, exemplified by the 
James H. Fearns Marine Corps JROTC Me-
morial Scholarship. This scholarship awards 
cadets who wish to attend college or pursue a 
vocational school certification. Last year, 12 
cadets received this prestigious award. 

As we prepare to celebrate the 248th birth-
day of the U.S. Marine Corps, I am proud to 
recognize Orange High School’s JROTC pro-
gram and its cadets. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in honoring these accomplished stu-
dents as they grow to become the leaders of 
tomorrow. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANDREW S. CLYDE 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 9, 2023 

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 
638, I mistakenly voted Nay when I intended 
to vote Yea. 
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HONORING GOLDEN VALLEY’S 
COMMITMENT TO OUR NATION’S 
HEROES 

HON. MATTHEW M. ROSENDALE, Sr. 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 9, 2023 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, on this Vet-
erans Day, I rise to recognize the people of 
Golden Valley, Montana, who are honoring the 
brave Montanans who served our Nation in 
World War I, World War II, Korea, Vietnam, 
and Afghanistan with a new memorial in the 
community. 

The Treasure State has a long history of 
military service. And Montanans never fail to 
remember the sacrifice our men and women in 
uniform have made to preserve and protect 
the freedoms we cherish. 

Golden Valley is no different. I commend 
the work they have done to build a memorial 
to allow us all to pay tribute to those who have 
fought for our country. 

It is a privilege to represent the people of 
Golden Valley in Congress. It is also a privi-
lege to recognize their commitment to hon-
oring our Nation’s heroes in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO VETERANS OF THE 
ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 9, 2023 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to all the men and women who 

have served in the Armed Forces of the 
United States and risked their lives to defend 
our freedoms and way of life and took and 
lived the oath to ‘‘support and defend the Con-
stitution of the United States against all en-
emies, foreign and domestic.’’ 

Our Veterans have borne ‘‘true faith and al-
legiance to the same, an obligation they took 
freely, without any mental reservation or pur-
pose of evasion.’’ 

Veterans are truly heroes walking among 
us. 

I want to thank all of our armed servicemen 
and women for their selfless dedication to our 
protection every day. 

Veterans Day is a reminder to all of us who 
live in freedom that as President Kennedy 
said, ‘‘The price of freedom is high, but Ameri-
cans have always paid it.’’ 

This Veterans Day is a welcome opportunity 
to remember the fallen who gave the last full 
measure of devotion to their country on battle-
fields around the world—in places whose 
names may be unforgettable—or locations that 
have slipped into the pages of history. 

We will never forget: 
Revolutionary War—Valley Forge; York 

Town; 
Civil War—The Battle of Antietam; The 

Battle of Gettysburg; 
World War I—The Battle of Argonne; Flan-

ders Field; Verdun; 
World War II—Pearl Harbor; Battle of Ba-

taan; The Battle of Midway; D-Day; Battle of 
the Bulge; Battle of Anzio; Battle of Cor-
regidor; 

Korean War—Inchon; Heart Break Ridge; 
Pork Chop Hill; 

Vietnam—Tet Offensive; Battle of Hue; 
Desert Storm—September 11, 2001; Pen-

tagon Attack (125 killed); 
Operation Enduring Freedom; Battle of 

Kandahar; 
Operation Iraqi Freedom; Second Battle of 

Fallujah; Operation Allies Refuge; Operation 
Allies Welcome. 

The memory of the fallen is never forgotten. 
Mr. Speaker, each Veterans Day, Ameri-

cans come together to remember those who 
have served our country around the world in 
the name of freedom and democracy. 

The debt that we owe to them is immeas-
urable. 

Their sacrifices, and those of their families, 
are freedom’s foundation. 

Without the brave efforts of all the soldiers, 
sailors, airmen, marines and Coast Guards-
men and women and their families, our coun-
try would not live so freely. 

I offer my deepest gratitude to our nation’s 
1.4 million troops and reservists, their families, 
and the 16.2 million veterans, including 22,809 
here in the 18th Congressional District. 

16.2 million brave men and women are vet-
erans of our nation’s military service. 

This includes more than 1.7 million women, 
2.7 million African American men and women, 
1.32 million Hispanic men and women, 
342,000 Asian American Pacific Islanders, and 
113,000 American Indians. 

Of the veteran population in the country, 1.5 
million veterans call Texas their home. 

We use Veterans Day to show our veterans 
and military families how important they are to 
us and how grateful we are for them each 
day. 

November is National Caregivers Month to 
show our caregivers how grateful we are for 
them. 

It is only fitting that we thank those care-
givers who serve our military today. 

5.5 million spouses, parents, children, and 
other loved ones care for our wounded war-
riors and 15 percent of caregivers spend 40+ 
hours a week providing care for our military 
families. 

As a senior member of the House Commit-
tees on Judiciary and Homeland Security, I 
care deeply about our veterans. 

In Congress, I have sponsored many legis-
lative proposals and co-sponsored more than 
50 pieces of legislation that will positively ben-
efit our veterans and their families. 

Including H.R. 232, the Real Justice for Our 
Veterans Act of 2023, which looks to prioritize 
veterans court treatment programs, ensuring 
equal access for women, as well as racial and 
ethnic minorities who have served. 

Additionally, I introduced H.R. 236, which 
would create a ‘‘Battle Buddy Check Week,’’ 
meant to provide outreach and education, as 
well as peer wellness checks for Veterans. 

On the battlefield, the military pledges to 
leave no soldiers behind. 

As a Nation, let it be our pledge that when 
they return home, we will leave no veteran be-
hind. 

This day and every day, let us honor their 
service with actions that fulfill our commitment 
to our troops, their families, and our vet-
erans—and that are worthy of our grateful Na-
tion. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF LULA 
MAE PARKER-HARRIS 

HON. MARCUS J. MOLINARO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 9, 2023 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Lula ‘‘Mae’’ Parker-Har-
ris, a pillar of the Dutchess County community 
who was beloved by all who knew her. Mae 
recently passed away on August 27, 2023, at 
the age of 79. 

Mae attended public schools and was edu-
cated at Dutchess Community College. She 
spent her career at various organizations in-
cluding Dutchess Community Day Care Cen-
ter, Wassaic Developmental Center, and Astor 
Head Start. 

Mae was known throughout the community 
for her selflessness and integrity. A devoted 
member of the Smith Metropolitan AME Zion 
Church, she was committed to civil activism, 
social responsibility, and equity and equality in 
and around her community. Her contributions 
to Poughkeepsie, NY and Dutchess County 
will endure for generations to come, and she 
will be dearly missed by all who knew her. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues in the 
House join me in recognizing the life of Lula 
Mae Parker-Harris, a remarkable woman who 
made a lasting difference in her community. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF LEGENDARY COACH BOB 
KNIGHT 

HON. JIM BANKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 9, 2023 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cel-
ebrate the life and legacy of a legendary Hoo-
sier, Coach Bob Knight, I would like to include 
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